Journal of New Approach to Children's Education (JNACE) Original Article
Autumn-2024, Volume 6, No 3 DOI: 10.22034/NAES.2024.465117.1463

ISSN: 2716-9766 @ GrossMark

Predicting Addiction to Online Games Based on Mood and Anxiety
Symptoms, Psychological Adjustment and Academic Self-Efficacy in
Students

Parivash Mohammadi Gheshlagh*, AliAkbar Pirzad ?, Narges Khatoon Zabihi Hesari®
Azar Kiamarsi *, Seyede Samira Hosseini “° , Zahra Arabsalari °

! Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Science, Mahabad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mahabad, Iran

2 PhD, Department of Educational Science, Islamic Azad University, Khorasgan (Isfahan) Branch, Khorasgan, Iran

% Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

* Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran

>PhD Student of Neurosciences, Department of Neurosciences, School of Advanced Medical Sciences and
Technologies, Shiraz University of Medical Sciences, Shiraz, Iran

® MA of Educational Psychology, Department of Psychology, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

* Corresponding author: samira.h1363@gmail.com

Received: 2024-06-27 Accepted: 2024-07-30
Abstract
Background and aim: Today, addiction to online games in children has grown significantly and the
aim of this study was to predicting addiction to online games based on mood and anxiety symptoms,
psychological adjustment and academic self-efficacy in students. Methods: This study was descriptive
from correlation type. The research population was the sixth grade students of Mashhad city in the
2022-20233 academic years, which 400 students were selected as a sample with using multi-stage
cluster sampling method. The research tools were included questionnaires of addiction to online games
(Wang and Chang, 2002), mood and anxiety symptoms (Wardenaar et al., 2010), psychological
adjustment (Sinha & Singh, 1993) and academic self-efficacy (Jinks and Morgan, 1999) and its data
were analyzed by Pearson correlation coefficients and multiple regression with enter model methods
in SPSS-23 software. Results: The results indicated that the score of mood and anxiety symptoms and
score of psychological adjustment had a positive and significant correlation with the score of addiction
to online games in students, and the score of academic self-efficacy had a negative and significant
correlation with the score of addiction to online games in them (P<0.01). Also, the mood and anxiety
symptoms, psychological adjustment and academic self-efficacy could predict 41% of the changes of
addiction to online games in students (P<0.001). Conclusion: According to the results, in order to
reduce the addiction to online games in students can be decreased the mood and anxiety symptoms and
increased the psychological adjustment and academic self-efficacy.
Keywords: Addiction to online games, Mood and anxiety symptoms, Psychological adjustment,
Academic Self-Efficacy, Students
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